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DOMINUS ET DOMINICUS 

(THE LORD JESUS A ND THE LORDLIKE DOMINIC) 

T HE legion of it s sa ints, it ce nturi ecl years r evea l t he li keness of 
it s fo und e r. Beho ld wh o leads hi s lili ed ba nd of aposto li c love a nd 

martyr-dyed, st ill wears a Bethl eh em, eight -po int ed star upon hi s brow. 
"Wh o art thou?" we ask, and h e confesses, " I am not the Chri st." Yet 
what st riking r esemblance he bears. T h e ch estn ut ha ir , the twai n cleft 
beard, th e sa ng uin e tinge trace a sim ili t ud e w hi ch gain s perfection in 
the s upernatura l sp lendor of the eyes, the slightly incli ned head, and 
the straight lin e of the nose and forehead deemed in Grecian art a mark 
of the highest manhood. N icephorus Cal li st us, the hi stor ia n , has left a 
beautiful clesc1· ipt ion of t he Chri st; B lessed Ceci lia, of our sainted 
Father. U n conscious ly t hey wrote a simili e. Art has even drawn a 
closer one. Compare t he Dominic of T itian, of Sassoferrato and of 
Bozzani with the Chri s t o f Hofman n, P loc kh o rst, Dore a nd the sc hoo ls 
in ge ne r a l. The latter del ineate the Lord J es us; th e former the Lorcl
lik e Guzman. 

Now, if s uch simil a ri ty be mo uld ed in th e t e mpl e's clay, w h at of t h e 
sp irit brea thing there. Fo r soul s a r e great ly affect ed by th e fib r e of 
their dwellings. In Cliri t we fi nd th e perfect poise of character. 
Nor in D o mini c was there vio lent s truggl e fo r control, but ca lmn ess 
a nd full possess io n o f mind rul cl in unchallenged sway. "Nothin g eve r 
di st urb ed hi s tranq uill ity," wrote B lessed Jorda n, "but compassion fo r 
o th er s ." Had no t I sa ias ca ll ed th e M ess ia s, "Prince of Peace," and 
Scri pt ure says at the ' tomb o f Lazarus "Jesus wept." Then su r ely h e, 
too, co uld gri eve fo r fe llow men who from hi s death bed wo uld open ly 
confess: "I have prese rved my virg inity un s tain ed until thi s clay ." P er 
fect ion h ad made a· like cha ll enge: "\Nhi ch of yo u sha ll conv in ce me of 
sin ?" But no one .da r ed, fo r that same meek Lamb .h ad said: "Learn 
of Me becaus e J. 'am'l humbl e." So, likewise, the d iscip le cloth ed in 
Lamb's woo l had to be lowly in hi s hea rt. In the very dust, t herefor e, 
h e r e ma in ed befor e hi s God, not wa ll ow in g in si n , but growing th ere in 
bea uty like the "Flo wer of the fie ld." And as flowe r s b reat he in perfume 
so did Domin ic breathe in p raye r unti l the .hill s of Languedoc we r e the 
scene of nightly comm unin gs, as in o ld en Galilee. Once comin g fo rth 
fr om God h e b ro ught with him the R osa ry, set in decades by the "Pater 
Noste r ," whi ch in a lik e m a nn er hri st had g ive n to His own. It s words 
were clear to the apost le, a nd lingering over th em, hi s love at length 
found union with th e Go dh ead as nf!t ur e d<>es in t he Ete rn a l Son. 

T h en look ing downward from th a t g lo r y h e sa w hi s li fe on ea rth 
ly in g in l'viess ianic design befo r e the Feet of Goel. It had a hi dden li fe 
of ;-J"aza r eth , a public ministry w ith its training of d isc iples, and the 
expans io n of the O rd er a ft e r h e sen t th e m forth. Calarnega h ad been 
hi s birthplace, and a sta r s hone, _£,or hi s Epiph a ny. Then grace and 
learning grew so r ap idly in the cl'li ld , that had the scribes sti ll sat in 
th e Temple, th ey might have wond e r ed ~t the yo ut h. Ear ly manhood 
found 'liii:p.' }n Osma dev oted so lely to his G~d and p repar in g in so litude 

fl" l1'''H I fo r t he apoSto ate. 
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That new lif e dawned when the good Bishop Diego chose him for 
companion on a royal mission northward. Togeth er they climbed the 
Pyrenees a nd fr om th eir Ne bo th e F in ger of God pointed o ut the land 

Jesus-Hofmann 

people who would not r eceive 
forth went about doing good. 
brought from town to town 
Gospel of peace. Often they 

of promise. It was a ve ri 
table Ga lil ee of un shine 
and n atura l bea uty, a nd 
very needy, too. For in 
the night the enemy had 
sown ta res among the 
w heat. Both had grown, 
the weeds chok in g the 
grain. E r ro r had even 
crept it s li che n ove r 
th e strong cast le wa lls, 
cementing thus their 
pride. B ut the might of 
J ericho had fallen at the 
t rum pet's peal, so now 
before the preacher's 
voice the aeries of s in 
must tumble. 

A fruitful apostolate, 
how eve r , was conditioned. 
"Do not possess gold, si l
ver nor script; two coa ts, 
sh oes nor a staff," were 
divin e st ipulat ions. The 
bishop's equipage, there
fore, was sent back to 
Spain and the disciple, on 
looking about, found not 
where to rest hi s head. 
Though deprived of t em
poral a id, and among a 

him, he did not falter, but going 
Feet that seemed never to weary 

and through the fair country the 
lingered near Prouill e, th e Caphar-

naum of his lov e, or came ove r th e hills from M ontpelli e r, Ser
vian, Beziers or Carcassonne. Occasionally they went down to Rome 
as J es us had gon e to J eru salem. But their pursuit was only the 
Father's business and the quest of immortal souls. For thrice when his 
colleagues would have made him bishop, h e threatened to escape in the 
night eve n as hi s Lord had fled when enthus iasm would have crowned 
Him king. 

ot only the clergy loved him, but the simple people, too. He broke 
for them unto multiplication the bread of eternal Truth and purposely 
let crumbs fall from the table of the children that the whelps might have 
their share. They ate and ma ny were replenished. Once after a sermon 
several women fell at his feet . It was the coming of Magdalene. In 
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tears they besoug ht him to gu id e their love gone ast ray. So h e made 
them a Bethany at Prouill e where hi s so li citude fo r th e ir we lfa re led 
to fr equent sojourn s. T h en they wo uld s it a round him li stening, having 
chosen the bette r pa r t . 

These women, accord
ing to the in famo us pr ac
tice of the h eretics, had 
been seduced in yo ut h. 
Such proselytizing closely 
re semb led that among 
fal se Jewish sects in 
Christ-days. It met wit h 
the woes a nd the mill 
stone. For Dominic, like 
his Mas ter, tru ly loved 
littl e ones, as later mir
acles would show. T h e 
touchin g scen e of Jairus' 
daughter would be r epeat
ed, when he wo uld r es to re 
the dead child brought 
him by its moth er ; a nd 
the young Napoleon Or
sini wou ld be r aised to 
life through th e very 
wo rd s u se d at Na i m: 
"Young man ( in t h e name 
of Our Lord J es us Ch ri st), 
I say unto th ee, a ri se." 

The her et ics, of 
course, when rep roved fo r Dominic- Bozzani 
corrupting th e innocent 
were enraged agai nst the saint ; but who co uld sufficient ly condemn 
their vices. The Phari sees had feign ed li bera lity a nd righteousness of 
life-natural virtues. These seduce rs pretend ed co nsumma te ho liness 
and ascet ic pove r ty. Th e apost le, though, kn ew we ll t he inte ri or of their 
souls. He determined to purge and clea nse th em; they mus t poison no 
more. Chri s t had s ilenced the wi ly emissa ri es of deceit by r efuting them 
in open discus s ion. V\lh en they would n ot bow, He thundered heaven's 
wrath upon them. Saint Dominic, imitat ing Hi s examp le, met th e lead 
ers of corruption in public disputes lasting fo r days. Fea rl ess ly h e pen
etrated into th eir very castle halls, and ther e r ebuk ed th eir e rrors. The 
Might of God, which had c lot h ed Our Saviour when t eaching in the syn
agogues or in the houses o f th e Pharisees, seemed to have fallen upon 
him like an Eli s ian mantle. For hi s enemi es, th ough often threatening 
his life, somehow could not injure him. Once even an ambush was laid, 
but when he passed they dared not touch his person. The Jews had 
often thought to destroy their Christ and at Naza reth h a d pushed Him 
to the very edge of the precipice. Then mys t eri ous ly, th e Gospel adds: 
"But He, pass ing through th e midst of th em, went His way." A like 
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dauntless courage and overpowerin g per sonality is sometimes given to 
creatures that by th e boldness of their mini stry a peopl e might be 
saved. But if that time o f grace and mercy be spurned, the sword of 
righteou sn ess mu st fall. Langu edoc desp ised it s apost le and des tructi o n 
came as to th e J ews . Do mini c h a d predi cted it in words that wail like 
Chri st' s lamentat ion ove r J e rusa lem. All was ver il y fulfilled. Th e sum
mons went fo rth from Rome; the Crusaders poured in; ha voc followed. 
And befor e t h e wa r was over Dominic's mission to so uth ern France 
had e nd ed. 

He was now Lo found cano ni ca ll y hi s Order. T hi s was neither an 
after-thought nor a deve lopment, but a lif e work pur pose ly in tended. 
Its concept had com to t h e saint w h en he first beheld c ndi t io ns in 
L anguedoc. In this it resembled the founding of the hurch. For as 
Christ from the beginning of His ministry chose Apostles fo r His wo rk, 
so o ur Fath e r so ught disciples for th e Order. B ut simi la r disco ur age
ments came. When Bishop Diego left for Spa in , the mission band di s
persed. \Ve il could Dominic ha ve asked the few wh o still r emained: 
"Will you also go away?" Even afte r ma ny yea r s o f preaching h e h ad 
not many more than the Twelve. Th ese h ad diocesan approval but 
pomini c des ir ed uni ve r sa l approbation. It broug h t the crisis to hi s lif e. 
;Ihe Fourth Lateran Counc il h a d just forbidden th e fou nding of new 
prders. In face of its decree how cou ld h e h ope for a confirmati o n fr o m 
th e Supreme Pontiff. It is eve r so in big movements; at the c ritica l 
moment all appears lost . Just wh en th e Church seemed to need Christ 
most, H e was crucified. But g reat so ul a lways look to the Resurrec
tion. Nor was Dominic deceived. In sp ir ed from on high th e P o ntiff at 
length published the decree and on the tw enty-third of D ece mber, 
twelve hundred and s ixteen, a new branch sprouted from th e Vine 
of Christ. 

But how cou ld Do mini c's li tt le band encompass the whole world ? It 
was th e sa me fo ll y as se nding out a few fi sh e rm en. Eve r y o ne advised 
k eep in g the fl ock toget he r , but neve r did D o mini c seem so determined.' 
" My Lords a nd Fathers," h e sa id, "do not oppose m e fo r I kn ow ver y 
we ll w h a t I am about." H eave n must h ave told him the seed would 
fructify, if sown. For h e p lace d the a lte rn at ive of submi ss io n o r with
drawal. All o beyed. And as th e seed of the Divin e Sower has grown 
until birds r es t in its branches, so th e seed o f Guzman, li ke the o ne 
dropped in the cloister of Santa Sabina, h angs heavy t o-day w ith 
golden fruit. 

Chri st, h oweve r , did no t wa it to reap the ha r ves t ; His Divinity 
for ek n ew s uccess . To Domin ic, th ough, was granted th e g r ace to see 
th e hundredfold. And w he n hi s dy ing hou r beheld it . h e prayed a lm os t 
th e sa me words spok e n in th e Cenaculum: "H o ly Father, s in ce I have 
joy full y accomp li h ed Thy \ N"i ll , and since I have kep t and pre erv ed 
those whom Thou h ast entru st ed t o me, I commend them t o Thee; do 
Thou keep and prese r ve them." Then h e le ft us , but we a r e not o rph a ns. 
The "O spem miram" s till lin gers with us givlrig wondrous hope lik e t h e 
un fai lin g promise of the Saviour fr o m th e Oli ve t of long ago. 

-Brother Hyacinth, 0. P. 


