
SAINT. JOSEPH* 

DlF all the personages mentioned 
in the Sacred Sc.riptures, th~re 
i none concernmg whose hfe 

~ - we have fewer details than 
that of Saint Joseph, the Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin, and Foster Father of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is from the 
Gospel we know these few details of 
his life-that he was of the House of 
David, of the Tribe of J uda, and "a 
just man." 
. The just man is one of the mo t per
fect of scriptural characters-one who 
walks with God, whose life is blame
less, full of kindness and gentleness. 
The just man considers no sacrifice too 
great to serve God, for all his thoughts 
and desire are for His greater honor 
and glory. The Holy Scripture tells 
us "the desire of the just man is all 
good" (Prob. 11-23). "The blessing of 
the Lord i on the head of the just" 
(Prov. 10-6). "The just man shall be 
in everlasting rememberance" (Ps. 111, 
7). From these few words we can 
easily understand how God would 
never have chosen Saint Joseph for 
that high place which he filled so con
scientiously, had his character been 
otherwise than spotless. 

The greatness of Saint Joseph did 
not consist of those brilliant qualities 
which the world admires. He was not 
called like Abraham to be the father of 
a rrreat nation; neither was he called b 

•. like David and Solomon to rule cities, 
to give laws to nations, to build a great 
temple, or to admonish the world by 
his wisdom. Like the Prophets, 
he did not open the eyes of the 
blind and perform other great mir
acles. His great perfection simply con
sisted in the faithful performance of 
the ordinary duties of every-day life. 
Saint Joseph, reduced to the most 
1owly condition, accepted without a 

*Patron of our province. 

. murmur the. order of Almighty God. 
He did not oppose His incomprehensi
ble judgments and unsearchable ways, 
but was contented and happy in his 
poverty because such was the will of 
God. 

The life of Saint Joseph is one con
tinual submission to the divine com
mands. At the voice of the Angel he 
does not hesitate to take Mary for his 
spouse. Because God wills it he re
tires without resentment to the wind
swept cave of Bethlehem·, deserted and 
destitute as it was, and remained there 
as the faithful guardian and protector 
of his Infant Lord. At the second 
vi it of the Angel he does not complain 
when he is told to arise in the night and 
take Mary and the Divine Child and fly 
into Egypt. After the death of Herod, 
by divine command, he returned from 
exile to his native land with Jesus and 
Mary. For them he endure po_verty 
and remains until death the faithful 
father of the Holy Family. Vvhat a 
wonderful spirit of obedience! How 
eloquently does the Church speak of 
him in the divine office when she says: 
"Behold the faithful and prudent serv
ant whom the Lord has placed over 
His family." 

Saint Joseph did not receive ten~
poral prosperity and success for his 
faithfulness. Like many just men he 
was always poor. He believed the so
called honors of this world unworthy 
of his efforts. But God gave him some
thing that no other son of Is~ael had 
ever enjoyed, when He chose him from 
among thousands, to be the protector 
of the God-Man and His Mother. 
Truly Saint Joseph is the Patro1: of t~1e 
Universal Church for to hm1 Its 
Founder was subject. He is also the 
guardian of the Christian family, and 
the refuge of sinners particularly at 
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the hour of death. He teaches re

ligious the excellency of poverty, 

chastity, and obedience. And. to the 

poor he furnishes an example of in

dustry and contentment. 

Saint J os~ph, who, next to the 

Blessed Virgin is raised above all other 

saints in heaven, is a powerful pro

tector against the attacks of the devil 

at the hour of death. And for this rea

son we should love and reverence him 

during life. \Vhat does it mean to have 

a protector and helper to come to our 

assistance in some grave necessity? 

\Ve all know that as long as we enjoy 

prosperity we need not seek long for 

friends. They will come in troops of 

their own accord. But if the time of 

adversity comes upon us the most of 

our a-called friends ·will abandon us. 

Then we shall easily find out who are 

our true friends, and then, pnJbably for 

the first time, we shall realize the 

truth of the proverb, "A friend in need 

is a friend indeed." Suppose, however, 

we find a friend whose sense of honor 

is upright in this respect, and who like 

.a true friend stands by us in our neces

sity. Where in all this world shall we 

find any one to help us in the most dan

gerous of all plights-namely, the hour 

of our death? There is no one on this 

earth, no matter how near and dear to 

us, who can protect us then. Our rela-

During the week Jan. 7th to 14th, 

the Rev. J. M. Stanton, 0. P., preached 

a retreat to the men of the Chicago 

Cathedral. 

The retreat for the students of St. 

Catherine's Academy, Springfield, Ky., 

was conducted by the Rev. J. R. Clark, 

0. P., of the Southern mission band. 

The Dominican isters of Louisiana 

have opened a new school at ew Or

leans. Their Normal School has also 

been recognized by the State Board of 

Education. 

tives and friends may stay near us; 

they may shed tears; they may grieve; 

but they cannot go with us into eter

nity and plead our cause before our 

Jitdge. Saint Joseph, whose feast we 

celebrate on the 19th of March, is such 

a helper. For long centuries past the 

Church has venerated him as the pa

tron of a holy death, and each succes

sive March presents him to her chil

dren as a perfect model of the virtues 

he desires them to practise. The 

month is set apart that they may know 

that a tender devotion to Saint Joseph 

is a great security in one's last mo

ments. 
It should be the desire of Catholics, 

on th~ feast of Saint Joseph. or on 

some day of his month, to receive Holy 

Communion with deep sentiments of 

humility, love, hope and contrition, so 

that he may obtain for them the grace 

to receive the last sacraments ·worth

ily at the end thus enabling them to 

meet their Judge without fear, and so 

receive the reward promised to those 

who die in God's favor. 
Let us seek to know more and more 

of Saint Joseph. Let no day pass with

out some little prayer to him. And 

when the hour of trial, temptation, or 

even death comes, if we call on him he 

will hear us, he will a sist us. 
-Dalmatius Enright, 0. P. 

The Caldvyell Community commem

orated the seven hundredth anniver

sary of the foundation of the Order, 

Dec. 16th. The V. Rev. J. A. Hinch, 0. 

P., P. G., sang the Mass. The sermon 

was preached by the Rev. F. P. Mc

Hugh . 

Two novices of the Portuguese Con

gregation of St. Catherine of Siena 

pronounced their first vows in the 

chapel of Holy Rosary Hospital, On

tario, Oregon. Two of the Sister·s also 

renewed their vows. 


