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came to restore the friendship between man and God and to bring
back God's blessing on the earth, for "It hath well pleased the Father
—through him to reconcile all things unto himself, making peace
through the blood of his cross, both as to the things that are on earth
and the things that are in heaven."4 He came into the world as the
light and life of men. As the light of men He made known the
Father, His wondrous mercy and great love of men and the things
that were prepared for those who love Him. Christ in the fullness
of his love begged that men be made one with Himself and His
Father. As the life of men He brought new life into the souls of
men who received Him. First He washed away the sin which de-
stroyed the souls of men. And the first peace Christ gave to man
was "tranquillity through remission of sins."5 The next was the
"tranquillity through reconciliation to God," which is not had unless
through the grace of God. When sin is washed away grace abounds.
When He healed, Christ would say, "Go in peace." Whomsoever
He cured, He forgave ; whom He forgave, He made His own. That
all might know His great love for men He hung upon a tree; that
being lifted up He might draw all men to Himself. In the blood of
Christ sins are washed away, by grace men are made the sons of God.
Thus Christ made peace between man and God. "We glory in God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
reconciliation."7

Christ made peace between man and the angels "through the
restoration of the angelic ruin." The angels of God drove man
from the Garden of Paradise with flaming swords and guarded all
around it that he might not enter in again. And war was made be-
tween man and the angels. The sin that destroyed the friendship of
God likewise alienated the f riendship of the angels. Henceforth the
angels looked upon men as slaves. Being sent to earth to make known
the will of God they allowed men to fall down and adore them.
When God took unto Himself the nature of man, uniting in Himself
the human and divine, the angels no longer allowed men to adore
before them. They respected the nature they saw united to God, "I
fell down to adore before the feet of the angel—and he said—see
thou do it not : for I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the
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prophets." In sign of this union the angels announced 'Peace on
earth to men of good will." And peace was made with the angels.

Christ made peace in man. The sin of man "made war between
the flesh and the spirit, for the spirit first corrupted the flesh, the
flesh being corrupted henceforth corrupts the spirit."" "The flesh
lusteth against the spirit: and the spirit against the flesh: for these
are contrary one to another ; so that you do not the things that you
would."11 When man was in the state of innocence the powers of
the flesh were perfectly subjected to the will and reason and the will
was in perfect accord with the will of God. But sin destroyed that
union and peace in man. Through the mystery of his Incarnation
Christ destroyed that discord and brought back peace to man. "He
is our peace, Who hath made both one, and breaking down the middle
wall of partition, the enmities in his flesh, that he might make the two
in himself into one new man, making peace."" In Christ there are
two things, divinity and humanity, and the humanity is complete,
being both spirit and flesh, that is soul and body. In all things the
flesh was one with the spirit and the spirit was one with God, so that
it was said of Him, "And his place is in peace.'" This peace Christ
gives to man not by destroying the flesh, but by uniting the spirit of
man to Himself, so that through the grace of this union the spirit
rules over the flesh making it one with itself. This peace is "the
rest of the heart in the tranquillity of desire"" whereby man first of
all desires the eternal friendship of God, hoping in Him as the per-
fection of his life. The other things of life he orders according to
his first great desire. Man reborn in the love of Christ is fortified
in His peace, so that he is at peace with himself and God.

Christ made peace among men. The love that unites man
with himself and God is the bond of unity among men. Herein
is the perfection of the peace of Christ, for all who begin in the
love of God must mutually continue in that love and end with
God. The peace of his love Christ came to bring to all men for
He loved all men with a burning love and all he asked of men
was love, that they abide in his love and for his sake love one
another, "Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments
you shall abide in my love. . . . This is my commandment that
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