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The priest when clad in sacred vestments, holds the place
of Christ, that he may humbly pray to God for himself and for
all men. He has before and behind him the sign of the holy
Cross, that he may always remember the Passion of Christ.
Before him he wears the cross on the chasuble, that he may
diligently observe the footsteps of Christ and endeavor to fol-
low in them. Behind he is marked with the cross, that he may
mercifully bear for God's sake every adversity and evil that is
done to him by others. He wears the cross before him, that
he may bewail his own sins; and behind, that he may lament
the sins of others with compassion, and that he may remember
that he is a mediator between God and the sinner, and that
he must not cease to pray and to offer the holy Sacrifice in
order to obtain grace and mercy from God. When the priest
celebrates Mass, he honors God, he rejoices the angels, he
edifies the holy Church; he helps the living, obtains mercy for
the dead and makes himself partaker of all good things.

—Imitation of Christ.



