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There is nothing that leads others to piety and to the 
service of God than the life and example of those who have 
dedicated themselves to the divine ministry. For since they 
are observed to be raised from the things of this world to a 
higher position, others fix their eyes upon them as upon a 
mirror ond derive from them what they ore to imitate. Where­
fore, clerics, coiled to have the Lord for their portion, ought 
by all means so to regulate their life and conduct that in dress, 
behoviour, gait, speech, ond oil other things nothing moy op­
pear but what is dignified, moderated, and permeoted with 
piety; ovoiding olso minor offenses which in them would be 
grevious, so that their actions may inspire reverence. There­
fore the more these things contribute to usefulness and honor 
in the Church of God, so the more zealously must they be 
observed. . . . The Council of Trent, 26th session, the first 
chapter on Ecclesiastical Life. 


