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Priests are also fellow-builders with God in edifying the 

Church, and rearing the temple of the Holy Ghost upon the 

one only foundation which Christ, the Master-builder, has 

laid . They are fathers o'f all who are born again by water and 

the Holy Ghost: but in a specia l sense, and with a more inti­

mate and an eternal relation, they are fathers of those whom 

they have baptized. St. Paul says to the Corinthians, "If you 

have ten thousand instructors in Christ , yet not many fathers, 

for in Christ Jesus by the Gospel have I regenerated you." 

This title is the most simple and intelligible to all , old and 

young, learned and unlettered. The relation of father and 

child is universal in the order of nature, and it becomes a 

spiritual instinct in the order of grace. The t itle of father is 

the first, the chief, the highest, the most potent, the most 

persuasive, the most honorable of all the titles of a priest. 

He may receive from the wo rld and from its fountain s of 

honor many names, from the schools of learning many de­

grees, from the ecclesiastical law many dignities; but none 

has so deep and so high a sense a s father, and none but the 

spiritual fatherhood will pass into ete rnity. 

CARDINAL MANNING, 

The Eternal Priesthood 


