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ARGUMENT

Ansel Adams, the great 20th century photographer, is said 
to have given exacting care to the composition of his 
photographs. The images captured through the lens of his 

camera were often the fruit of hours of patient expectation while 
he permitted nature to bestow upon his eye the perfect conditions 
he had imagined. Then, with the blink of a shutter, he committed 
truths about the natural world to film, hitherto unknown to 
many. In picture after picture, one sees in his work the grandeur, 
sublimity, and even terror of the soaring peaks and plummeting 
valleys which punctuate the landscape of the American West. By 
the patient exercise of his art, he permitted the ordinary viewer 
entry into his own penetrating understanding of God’s creation 
“as a bride bedecked with her jewels.” 

The insights we gain into the world around us are often aided 
by the way in which the realities are proposed to our senses 
and minds. Just as the perfect lighting, elongated shadows, and 
crisp lines of an Ansel Adams photograph make for a more lucid 
testimony to the beauty of the world, so artists of all media are 
aware of the need to present their work with an eye to its reception. 
How must the art conform to the state of its recipient? How can 
it be made to live, to flourish, to grow in new soil—the soil of a 
human mind and heart? 

The artist is the facilitator of a meeting between two parties: 
the reality that he hopes to convey and the audience for whom 

he intends it. In some cases, we find that this encounter can 
assume dimensions that transcend the meeting itself. At times, 
the proposal of the reality conveyed by the artist leads inexorably 
to the further discovery of the reality’s source. Certain paintings, 
musical compositions, and photographs throw open the doors of 
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our minds to the One from whom all good things come and to 
whom our gratitude is ultimately referred.

In the pages that follow, those who have contributed to the journal 
have ventured to facilitate such a meeting between the reader 

and the realities of this world. In so doing, we bring to bear the 
Dominican form of life and the assiduous study and contemplation 
of the mysteries of the faith upon the concerns of the present age. 
With lives illumined by the grace of Jesus, we hope to capture just 
the right light, the perfect shading, or the crisp definition whereby 
the mysteries of God and His creation might transform our minds 
and make more intelligible the mysteries of our own lives. The 
reader will encounter a variety of topics, and the finished product 
certainly qualifies as a miscellany of sorts. And yet, the writers and 
editors hope that the particular perspective offered herein might 
offer a unified approach to the pursuit of truth. By inquiring into 
the reality of things, possessed of their own proper integrity, we 
attain, under the aspect of faith. to a deeper insight into the world 
and its manifold intricacies. 

In this issue, you can share something of the gaze of Br. Alan as he 
endeavors to harmonize accounts of intellectual historians who 

have sought to evaluate the meandering road whereby we reached 
our current cultural state. With Brs. John and Edmund, you can 
look afresh at the audacious proposal of Gaudium et spes, as we 
continue to seek new ways of engaging with our modern world. 
Br. Isaac recounts for us the pursuits of one such soldier in the 
fight by expositing the particular contribution of Fr. Marie-Joseph 
Lagrange, O.P., a Dominican of the early 20th century who grappled 
valiantly with the contemporary culture in an attempt to apply the 
age’s scientific tools to biblical study with an indefatigable rigor 
and vigor. Br. Philip Neri follows with a beautiful translation of 
one of Fr. Lagrange’s retreat conferences. With additional articles 
ranging from medieval hagiography to the moral benefits of  
card-playing, the contributors have captured something true about 



6 Dominicana — Summer 2014

the world in which we live and the God by whom it is fashioned. In 
so doing, it is our hope that we might arrange a meeting in which 
the fine shades of our lives might be made ever more clear in the 
ever deepening encounter with the Truth who speaks truly and 
who “fully reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme 
calling clear” (GS 22).
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